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We are constantly inspired by the extraordinary efforts of our 
supporters, and this summer has been no exception. From 
scaling the highest free-standing mountain in the world to 
bringing communities together in beautiful gardens, our 
fundraisers really do help us make a real difference. Thank you 
to everyone.

In our research news, I was very pleased to see that Dr Alberto 
Fusi’s ICVI-funded study into how gut microbes may influence 
the immune system in melanoma has reached its participant 
target far ahead of schedule — bringing us closer to important 
insights that could shape future treatments.

Also in this issue the ICVI’s Director Marie Dimond reports on 
her recent attendance at the LDN Conference in the US. Marie 
gained interesting insights and ideas for shaping a future ICVI 
event that we hope will bring doctors, patients and carers 
together here in the UK.
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FUNDRAISERS

ICVI Wine Club

Our wonderful wine club has now 
raised £5,767 since it began in 
2021. Thank you so much to 
everyone involved. If you’d like to 
place an order for our next case, 
please email Abi@icvi.org.uk 
before 26th November and the 
wine will be sent out in December 
in time for Christmas. 

Feel good Christmas Shopping

Use EasyFundraising for all your online 
shopping and a proportion of each sale 
will be donated to the ICVI. It’s simple 
to use and it’s free, with over 3,700 
retailers taking part. 

Liz’s coffee morning 
and open garden raised 
over £2,000

Liz’s Coffee Morning for the Lucy Sands Tribute Fund 

On July 3rd, super faithful supporter Liz Sands hosted a coffee morning at Highfields in memory of her beloved 
daughter, Lucy.

The amazing Brewood community turned out in force with around 73 attendees enjoying cakes, plants and a 
raffle.

“The coffee morning was a great success, the weather was kind and the support great. A cake stall, plant stall, 
plant support stall and raffle generated a good amount of interest with lots of purchases,” said Liz.

The event has raised over £2,088. Thank you, Liz, for creating such a heartfelt and uplifting day.

From Kilimanjaro to Coffee Mornings: Thank you to all of our amazing fundraisers!
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FUNDRAISERS

A Huge Thank You

To Evija, Jamie, Joe, Liz, Jane, Serena and everyone who supported these events – thank you. We’d love to 
hear from anyone else who would like to fundraise for us, please email marie@icvi.org.uk if you’d like to 
help.

Evija climbed Kilimanjaro for the ICVI

Joe’s Brighton Marathon

Back in April, Joe Wilson set off on the Brighton 
Marathon in support of the ICVI. Joe’s determina-
tion paid off and he raised an incredible £1,860.

We are so thankful to Joe for choosing us, and for 
every mile he ran in support of vital immunother-
apy research. 

Serena’s Open Gardens

As ever Serena has been making the most of the 
glorious weather this summer by inviting people 
to her outstanding gardens in aid of the ICVI. Ser-
ena teamed up with artist Peter Keegan once 
again to run painting classes. Look out for a full 
report in our Spring newsletter! 

Evija’s Kilimanjaro Challenge 

In June, Evija Auza and her partner Jamie took on the challenge of a 
lifetime – climbing Mount Kilimanjaro!

Evija had won the opportunity to climb with adventure company Ever-
trek, and decided to turn her once-in-a-lifetime trek into a powerful fun-
draising mission.

Evija said, “Since I had the lucky chance to climb for free – I decided to 
help a good cause. I chose the ICVI because cancer has affected so 
many people, including many of our loved ones”. 

“We’ve returned from Kilimanjaro completely drained and overwhelmed 
– words can’t describe what physically and emotionally one has to go 
through to summit the mountain, but we did it!  Afterwards we enjoyed 
some well-deserved pampering in Zanzibar. And yes, the fundraising in-
deed was a success – Jamie and I both hope this small bit helps!”

Their efforts raised a phenomenal £5,363.64 on JustGiving – a huge 
achievement, and we are so grateful.
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RESEARCH NEWS

Research Project Update

Melanoma Research Moves Ahead Faster Than Planned - Dr Alberto Fusi

We’re thrilled to share some exciting progress from Dr Alberto Fusi’s ICVI 
funded research into how tiny molecules made by gut microbes may af-
fect the immune system of people with melanoma.

Thanks to the amazing commitment of colleagues and volunteers, the 
team reached their target of 45 participants in just 11 months — much 
faster than the 18 months originally planned. This means Dr Fusi can 
start analysing results sooner, bringing him a step closer to understand-
ing how to better support the immune system in fighting melanoma.

So far, Dr Fusi’s team have collected over 120 stool samples and 480 
blood samples, with most of the lab work already completed.

The team is also teaming up with specialists at the University of Birming-
ham to explore the “chemical fingerprints” left by gut microbes in the 
blood. This highly detailed work should be completed by the end of the 
year and could open the door to new ways of treating melanoma in the 
future.

Watch this space for an update once the project is complete. There is a lot of data analysis to be done and we hope to be able 
to share the findings in our Spring newsletter.

A huge thank you from Dr Fusi and the ICVI to every patient and supporter who has helped to make this important work pos-
sible. 
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RESEARCH NEWS

Learning and Looking Ahead: Inspiration from the LDN Conference

Earlier this summer, the ICVI’s Director Marie Dimond 
was able to attend the LDN (Low Dose Naltrexone) Con-
ference in the US. While the event itself wasn’t focused 
on cancer, it turned out to be a really valuable experi-
ence in helping to shape the charity’s thoughts about 
holding another ICVI conference here in the UK. 

Marie had time to talk directly with speakers and at-
tendees, which gave space for some really thoughtful 
conversations. It was a wonderful opportunity to hear 
first-hand about the latest research on Low Dose Nal-
trexone (LDN), explore how it’s being used in different 
healthcare settings, and start imagining how the char-
ity might raise awareness of its use here in the UK.

Marie also came away with new contacts, including 
speakers who may be interested in being part of a UK-
based event in the future. 
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RESEARCH NEWS

Have Your Say: Help Us Shape Our Future Event

We’re really excited about the idea of hosting an ICVI conference here 
in the UK but before we start planning, we’d love to hear from you.

Would you be interested in attending?

What kind of talks or sessions would you find most useful or inspir-
ing?

Do you have ideas for speakers, topics, or activities that would make 
the event special?

Your input will make a huge difference in shaping an event that re-
flects the needs of our supporters. Whether you’re a patient or relat-
ive, a healthcare professional or an interested bystander, we would 
love your help in making an event that feels welcoming, informative, 
and relevant for everyone.

Please share your thoughts and ideas with us by emailing marie@icvi.org.uk . We really would love to hear from you.
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RESEARCH NEWS

Christmas cards

We hope you like the two designs we have chosen this year, please order early as they do tend to sell out. Please use the en-
closed flyer or you can buy on our website shop 

https://icvi.org.uk/shop/



PLEASE PAY THE ICVI the amount ticked above yearly (1 payment
annually), each quarter(4 payments), monthly (12 payments)* until
further notice and debit my account:
*please delete as applicable

DONATING - PLEASE HELP US FIGHT CANCER TODAY

ADDRESS:

POST CODE:

EMAIL:

MrsTITLE: Mr Ms Other

TELEPHONE/
MOBILE:

WHERE DID YOU HEAR ABOUT US?

We would like to keep you in touch with our work. If
you prefer not to receive our newsletter twice a year
please tick here:

NAME: PLEASE PRINT

PLEASE COMPLETE AND SEND THIS FORM TO:
ICVI, Unit 15 Abbeville Mews
88 Clapham Park Road
LONDON, SW4 7BX

IN MEMORY OF (optional):

I enclose a cheque / CAF Voucher made payable to the ICVI

ACCOUNT NO:

SORT CODE:

D D / M M / Y YSTARTING: please allow one
month from today

SIGNATURE(S) DATE

TO THE MANAGER (Bank name and adresss)

POST CODE

FOR ICVI USE ONLY
Recipient Bank details: Pay Barclays Bank plc.
Account Name: The ICVI Sort code: 20-47-34
Account Number: 10088145
Payment Reference:

SIGNATURE(S) DATE

Please treat all donations I make or have made to the ICVI as Gift Aid
donations until further notice

You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on
your donations. Please notify us if your address or tax circumstances change and this in no
longer the case.

FundRaising
Standards Board

Please tick this box if you wish to receive an acknowledgement
of your donation

PERSONAL DETAILS

DONATION
One hour of research undertaken by the whole of the research team costs £400 and £2,000 per patient per year for
a trial (this is an average cost, including salaries, consumables and supervision)

ONE OFF PAYMENT REGULAR PAYMENT
OTHER

£400 £100 £50 ££200

To donate by card please visit www.icvi.org.uk or phone 020 7498 8263

Please email abi@icvi.org.uk or fill 
in the form below


